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dothaneagle.com “For I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan!” — Genesis 37:17 
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Parkland, Florida 


Gunman had extra ammo at school 


Former student fired for three minutes 


The Associated Press 

PARKLAND, Fla. — The teenager accused of 
using a semi-automatic rifle to kill 17 people at 
a Florida high school confessed to carrying out 
one of the nation’s deadliest school shootings 
and carried extra ammunition in his backpack, 
according to a sheriff’s department report re¬ 
leased Thursday. 

Nikolas Cruz told investigators that he shot 
students in the hallways and on the grounds 
of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, north of Miami, the report from the 
Broward County Sheriff’s Office said. 

See SHOOTING Page 3A 
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ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTOS 

Tears run down the face of Broward County 
School Board member Rosalind Osgood as she 
listens to Sheriff Scott Israel speak at a news 
conference Thursday in Parkland. 



Austin Burden, 17, cries on the shoulder of a friend after a vigil 
Thursday at Parkland Baptist Church for the victims of the 
Wednesday shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. 


PEP TALK 



JAY HARE/DOTHAN EAGLE 


S amson girls basketball coach Chad McKnight motivates his players during a game against 
Chickasaw in the opening round of the AHSAA Class 2A South Regional at the Dothan Civic 
Center on Thursday. 


Local Democrats host reception for governor hopefiils 


BY JIMMY SAILORS 

jsailors@dothaneagle.com 

OZARK — Christopher Coun¬ 
tryman was tired of seeing cor¬ 
ruption and a lack of leadership 
in state government. 

Sue Bell Cobb saw, during her 
30 years as a judge, the need 
to help those in Alabama who 
were being left behind. 

Countryman and Cobb are 
two of the candidates seeking 
the Democratic nomination in 
the Alabama governor’s race. 

Countryman and Cobb’s 
daughter Caitlin attended a 
meet and greet for the party’s 
gubernatorial candidates host¬ 
ed by the Dale County Demo¬ 
cratic Party on Thursday night. 

Countryman, who gained no¬ 
toriety after he and his same- 
sex partner repeatedly sought 
a marriage license in Houston 
County early in 2015 after a Su¬ 
preme Court decision legalized 
same-sex marriage, announced 
his gubernatorial bid in late 
2015. 

He and Bruce Munger Coun¬ 
tryman eventually obtained 
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JIMMY SAILORS/DOTHAN EAGLE 

Caitlin Cobb, representing her mother, gubernatorial candidate Sue Bell 
Cobb, and Christopher Countryman, who also is running for governor, 
were guests of the Dale County Democratic Party in Ozark on Thursday. 


a marriage license from Dale 
County before Houston County 
later began issuing marriage 
certificates to same-sex cou¬ 
ples. 

Countryman said Thursday 
he saw the need for quality 
leaders in Alabama. 

“I wasn’t happy with the di¬ 
rection the leadership was tak¬ 
ing our state, especially the es¬ 
tablished leadership that’s been 
there for years and years,” he 
said. “It seems like a progres¬ 
sion of corruption, of misman¬ 
aging this state’s finances, and I 


decided instead of sitting back 
and complaining about it, I 
would do something myself.” 

Caitlyn Cobb said her mother, 
during her time on various ju¬ 
dicial benches, saw the many 
issues the disadvantaged in Al¬ 
abama face in their daily lives. 

“Her favorite quote is ‘a rising 
tide raises all ships when they’re 
not anchored down,’ and cur¬ 
rently, those who are economi¬ 
cally disadvantaged in this state 
or disadvantaged in other ways 
are tied down and cannot be 
helped when the rising tide 


raises all ships,” she said. 

The 2018 gubernatorial race 
has multiple candidates seek¬ 
ing the Democratic and Repub¬ 
lican nominations. 

Huntsville Mayor Tommy 
Battle, state Sen. Bill Hightower 
of Mobile, evangelical preacher 
Scott Dawson, and Michael 
McAllister are challenging Ala¬ 
bama Gov. Kay Ivey in the GOP 
primary. 

The candidates on the Demo¬ 
cratic side include former chief 
justice Cobb, Countryman, Tus¬ 
caloosa Mayor Walt Maddox, 
former state legislator James 
Fields, and Anthony White. 

The informal meet and greet 
began at 6 p.m. in Ozark. White 
was scheduled to attend but 
had not appeared as of 6:40. 

Among Countryman’s top 
campaign platform issues are 
job creation, civil and human 
rights, and ethics and the bud¬ 
get. 

“We need jobs in this state if 
we’re going to keep up with the 
rest of the country economi¬ 
cally,” Countryman said. 

He said Alabama still has a big 
divide when it comes to basic 
rights. 

See DEMOCRATS, Page3A 


Neonatal ICU 

High-tech 
habybeds 
debut at 
SAMC 

BY JIM COOK 

jcook@dothaneagle.com 

Southeast Alabama Medical 
Center on Thursday became the 
second hospital in the United 
States to offer high-tech hospital 
beds that will improve care for 
premature babies. 

The new Babyleo beds ensure 
that premature babies’ body 
temperature is kept at an opti¬ 
mal level and provide the space 
needed for doctors to perform 
procedures without having to 
move the child. The roof and 
sides of the bed open for easy 
access by medical staff. This 
simple but helpful feature can 
greatly improve premature ba¬ 
bies’ chance of survival. 

“Cold stress does awful things 
to babies,” Sherri Smith, director 
of SAMC’s Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit, said. 

SAMC opened its NICU in 
2015, and the unit was the first 
NICU in this region. 

“It’s a very big deal to be able to 
provide this environment for our 
patients,” Smith said. 

See SAMC, Page 3A 


Slocomb 

Fire/rescue 
pushes for 
annual $35 
support fee 

BY MICHELE W. FOREHAND 

mwatston@dothaneagle.com 

The Slocomb Fire/Rescue 
Department is circulating a pe¬ 
tition in the community to rally 
support for a fire fee to support 
the department. 

The department hopes if 
enough signatures are gathered 
on the petition, Slocomb voters 
can vote in the upcoming elec¬ 
tion to have a $35 fire fee added 
to their annual Geneva County 
property tax. 

“Our guaranteed operating 
budget is $28,000 (not includ¬ 
ing EMS),” said Slocomb Fire/ 
Rescue Operations Chief Kyle 
Hovey. 


See SLOCOMB, Page 2A 



























































